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More activities expected between
India and Africa via Mauritius

THE CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC ties and
the numerous bilateral agreements between
Mauritius and India, no doubt, make Mauritius
the best partners. With the pasitioning of
Mauritius as a hub, bridging Asia and Africa,
the island offers very promising opportunities
of triangular cooperation between India,
Mauritius and the African continent. “if we
take Indias export of goods and services, for
instance, these average USD528bn pa. Most of
India’s exports go the US, UAE and Europe and a
relativelysmaller amount to the African countries,
With the enabling of the Comprehensie
Economic  Cooperation  and  Partnership
Agreement ([CECPA) .on 1% April 2021, which, by
the way, has actually been guided by the role
that Mauritius can play as a platform for India to
penetrate the Africon continent. we can see more
activities between India and Africa via Mauritius,”
says Yogesh Gokool, Senior Executive, Head
Global Business at AfrAsia Bank. In addition,
Mauritius is a multilingual country and it
can act as a fadilitator for Indian companies
with respect to the 31 Francophone countries
of Africa
Furthermore, Mauritius is a member of both the COMESA
and SADC, and this allows duty free transportation of goods from
the island to Eastern and Southern Africa. Since the transportation
of goods from Mauritius to the Coastal African cities can at times
be easier than internal transportation between them, businesses
domiciled in Mauritius can gain access to special economic zones in
Africa and enjoy an easier business travel regime. Indian companies
can therefore have an industrial base in Mauritius to cater to the
demand of the African continent.
Yogesh Gokool also observes that international trade has experienced
a sharp drop due to the spread of the Covid-19, affecting almost
every sector of the global economy. Experts predict that if the virus
is not contained soon, production could fall up to 40%, which could
translate to soaring unemployment and anaeric ecanomic activity
for years to come. ‘Whilst it is true that this pattern is widespread,
the recovery speed substantially varies across countries. For instance, in
July 2021, India’s monthly exports (goods only) hit a record of USD35.2bn,
signalling a rapid economic recovery in key Western markets which has
led to a nse in demand for Indian products. The Indian Government has
set a merchandise exports target of USD500bn for FY23 and a USD1
trillion in the next 5 years” Strict lockdowns and international travel
bans during the pandemic have affected and keep affecting tourism
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to produce medical supplies cost-effectively. Labour shortages,
mability restrictions and overdependence on imported inputs have
also affected production capacity in developed countries. Going
forward, governments all over the world will be spending a significant
portion of their international trade budgets on medical supplies. No
country in the world can rely solely onits local production capacity to
guarantee ‘:LJ|Jp|It-‘$: of medical equipment; so countries will have to
join hands to support global medical demand
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