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WHO WE ARE

The Aslan Banker (incorporated as TAB Inemational Pie Lid
in Singapore) is a resaarch and intelligance company dedicated
o providing complete and up-to-date informaton on strategic
davelopmants in the financial services industry in the Asla Pa-
cific region. Tha company offers a unigua combination of tha
skills of researchiers and writers to develop @ keen parspactive
o srategic issues and drivers in the industry through thios oy
diwiakan antitias:

The Asian Banker Journal is the flagship regional publication
covaring indusiry best practices. The publication has becoma
the definithve commentator on developments: in Asia Pacific's
financial services industry.

Aslan Banker Research offers & wide range of intelligence-
based reports and resaarch products for ihe banking and financial
sarvices community, It ks designed to provide senior management
wilh crilical Busifess inteligence o secure & marks leader posl-
tion in the indusiny,

Asun Banker Forums organses confarences and roundisblas
for sanior executives on key areas of developmant in the industry.
Many of Ihese evants am conducted by invilation only. The com-
pany's flagship event is The Asian Banker Summit, ifaugurated
in 2000 and atianded by delegates from around the region.
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Capitalising on
cross-flow funds

JHMES Benoit M:nrli. [wain ance wased Ivrical about the row |t£.1|.|.|:|.' of Maurcius, “You |.:..'|l|'|:|'

the idea that Maurtius was made first. and then heaven, and thar beaven was

L'i:lp-iflj after Mauritius.” the world-renow ned American writer once saldd.

Hur aside from the white sandy beaches, cryvstal clear warers and |-|ru sh hotels. the
island is now establishing itself as an intermediary banking hub between the giant
continents of Africa and Asia. Mauritius is building on its reputation as 2 bridge tor
mvestment into India, where close cultural ties with the subcontinent and favourable
double mxation agreemenits have proved benchcral.

Mauritius is already a direcr beneficiary of the capital cross-flows berween Africa
and Asia, making it a compelling place for talented bankers 1o ser up shop as the
TCRRCH CONTINUES its Iunhl'mrn.al:iun_

In Fact, banking and services were the second largewr contributors 1o Mauritius's
GDP in 2003, with both the large domestic banks and global heavyweighes like
HSBC and Barclays showing impressive results over the past decade. Major banks

rf [ ] -
Ma Ill'ltl us ha!lll and hinancial institutions such as Standard Bank, Deutsche Bank, Standard Chartered

Bank and Investec among others are underscaring thar Maursitius, with populanon

dE“E Inp Ed a rpl'qll'lll. -2 I'I'||]r|-|'|:r_ 1% & r|;15|1||:|_:|| |1Jr|L"l!‘= CoiTe I-il'.-l:lll.'lil.'l.' r-l " many.
From this plathorm, both niche and mainseream banks will ackope VANYINg Srategics to ride
strong pool of

the wive of capital berween the continens, Our Alserong wam ar AfrAsia Bank, a newly

H bormmed bank i Maurmius booking inco the prowinge trsde, invest o capital £l
talentthat Is arT K [T S¥aAETT KT ECr L0y I ARV [§] FICTE W -|_.J.|'_I| LV

between Africs and Asia. is taking a tarpeted approach 1w the domesic and reggonal market by

Eq ua"y at hnme haming i on corporate and instirurional banking, treasury and high net worth individuals

‘“:'Ihl.'h 'illl.'El 4L H-I:II.']J]-"-- I'I”-:.'I -..'.i.ﬁh CLISIN r.:l'. EETVICES I‘;_lr the |'|l|'|l.1 [rlnll'ldt_':l'llll.'rll II'IIJII.'ill:n'.

i“ ﬁna"tial Markers around the region have been plagued by political strife and are strug-

gling with a shrinking and less-than-able labour marker. Meanwhile, Mauritius has
servi :ESF tﬂu rism developed a strong pool of ralent thar is equally at home in financial services, toursm
and now call centres as well. I
and now In Facr, Business Process ( usourcing, or BPC, has been a major succes story: Finan- i
cxal instinutions and companies have taken advaneage of back and front office outsourcing I

i
Eﬂ " EE“tr'ES [which can include customer-related services) and the workforoe's n1|||1i|in3:|41 abilirics, y
According to the Board of Investment. there are now 150 IT or BPO companies in i

Mauritius, more than double the amount in 2004. BPO accounts for 47 percent of those,
u'H{'--.I:lllJ_.*I the idand'’s arrraction for muldnabonal angd |,|rﬂpu scale CFpEARIsarions,

Leading supplier of networking and relecommunications, Huawei Technologies
is one of the COMT AT uLu:E advanmpe of Mauritus’s poteritial as a l""'“l""'E hiahs,
I'he Chinese company opened a financial centre there 1o provide services 1o its sub-
sidiiries in Africa. Huawei has over 100 branch offices worddwide with 39 of them in
sub-Saharan Africa. Others are locking into Africa for it oil, gas and mining, which
require billions of dollars of investment.

“Jnklnl.', sodurions will only become a greater growth driver as 1,]}-1:.|n1i|: capital
finds s way inte the island's robas CLOnamYy, =1
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